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Dear Students and Families,

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year!  The Ralston campus is clean and shiny and ready to open its doors to over 900 middle school students.  This is bound to be another exciting school year! This summer Donna Sims, Vice Principal, Matt Pavao, Dean of Students and I have been enjoying our time working together and planning for an exciting school year. We will also welcome 9 new staff members to Ralston.  I look forward to presenting our entire staff to you during our Back to School Night on Tuesday, September 14th, at 6:30 p.m.  We will provide additional information as the date gets closer.  We would like to extend a special welcome to our in-coming 6th grade students, and other students new to our school.  Please plan to come to our 6th Grade Orientation on Tuesday, August 24th.  We will meet in the gymnasium at 2:00 p.m. 
Here are some important dates and information:

New Student Orientation:  Tuesday, August 24th at 2:00 PM

At the orientation, 6th graders will meet teachers, learn about school lockers, Physical Education, school supplies, and locate homeroom before the first day of school!  There is quite a bit of information, but since 6th graders will be the only students here that day we’ll have plenty of time to answer questions.  
If students have already received a Ralston lock, please bring it on orientation day.  If students don’t have a lock, they can purchase one for $6.00.  Students must only use Ralston locks so we are able to open lockers in an emergency. Please note: PE uniforms will be sold during the first week in PE classes. 
Homeroom Assignments for 7th and 8th Graders:
On Tuesday, August 24th at 4:00 PM, we will post all homeroom assignments on the windows by the front door entrance of the school.  Students can also see the posted homeroom assignment list on the wall of the Multi-Use room on the 1st day of school.
First Day of School:
We welcome all students to school on Wednesday, August 25th.  The day will begin at 8:20 a.m. and end at 12:29 p.m.  Students will have the opportunity to meet all of their teachers on this minimum day.  Students will receive their complete schedules during homeroom that morning.  To avoid the rush, please consider bringing your children as early as 7:30 a.m. on August 25th.  Students should plan to bring a lunch and something to drink for the first three weeks of school.  (Information about our hot lunch program will be included in your first day packet.) Students can see the posted homeroom assignment list on the wall of the Multi-Use room.
Schedule Changes:

Due to our increased enrollment and staffing changes, we have been busy this summer adjusting our master schedule and course offerings.  Unfortunately some of our elective classes have been dropped and new ones have been added. 

Through the first 3 weeks of school, we will be balancing classes.  As we determine exact enrollment numbers there is a possibility that some student’s schedules will need to be changed for various reasons.

Please note: We do not make schedule changes for the following reasons:

· Teacher preference

· Period preference

· To be with friends

· Elective changes

We appreciate in advance your patience and understanding of our scheduling process to ensure all students are placed appropriately and equitably in classes.
Parking Lot Safety:

In an effort to address safety concerns and to improve traffic flow at Ralston, we are asking for your help. Our parking lot is quite small and gets congested in the morning and afternoons.  Please adhere to the 5 mph speed limit and refrain from using cell phones while driving in our parking lot to ensure the safety of all our students arriving to and leaving from Ralston each day. Please be aware that you can ONLY make right turns out of the parking lot between the hours of 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Please do not stop or idle your vehicle along the red curbs or in the bus pickup/drop off area.
Parents, if you receive this letter and you are NOT sending your child to Ralston this year; please notify the school at 637-4880.  We appreciate this information which helps us balance classes as the year begins.

The staff at Ralston Middle School is devoted to providing your children with the best opportunity to learn, research, create and explore.  They are a very talented and creative group of professionals.  We are so fortunate to be part of such a wonderful school community and to work with your wonderful children. I’m sure this is going to be another wonderful year!  Please do not hesitate to call me with any questions or concerns.  
I look forward to working in partnership with you in the coming year.
Sincerely,

Jennifer J. Kollmann
Principal

